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Structural heart disease (SHD) interventions are at the cutting edge of
innovation for the treatment of valvular and other structural cardiac
diseases. Since the initial PARTNER Trial began in 2007, there has
been a slow but steady swell of echocardiographers drawn to this
new field.! The universal recognition of the central role of the imager
on the heart team” has resulted in the creation of a new subspecialty
within cardiology and anesthesiology, the SHD Interventional Echo-
cardiographer.” Interventional echocardiographers are crucial to the
technical success of many complex SHD procedures because they
possess specialized knowledge sets as well as advanced image acqui-
sition and interpretive skills. The recent 2019 American Association
for Thoracic Surgery, American College of Cardiology, American So-
ciety of Echocardiography (ASE), Society for Cardiovascular Angiog-
raphy and Interventions, and Society of Thoracic Surgeons Expert
Consensus Systems of Care Document for valvular heart disease’
and 2019 American College of Cardiology/American Heart Associa-
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tion/ASE Advanced Training Statement on Echocardiography® iden-
tify the need for an echocardiographer with expertise in valve disease
and transcatheter and surgical interventions to provide imaging guid-
ance for transcatheter and intraoperative procedures.

Every Journal of the American Society of Echocardiography blue page
written on this expanding new subspecialty'**” has emphasized the
need for appropriate education and training. Defining the minimum
standards for competency within the field of structural heart disease is
in constant evolution as the field continues on an upward trajectory
with both new devices and advanced imaging platforms.® In answer
to this “call to arms” for our society, a new specialty interest group
(SIG), Interventional Echocardiography, has been formed to support
and expand the physician and sonographer members participating in
these complex procedures. As SHD interventions continue to grow,
even those sonographers and echocardiographers who may not
perform intraprocedural imaging will need to understand the baseline
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and follow-up imaging requirements for these exciting new interven-
tions. Thus, the Interventional Echocardiography SIG hopes to (1)
provide a community within ASE for open discussion and cross
training about the imaging involved in these complex procedures,
(2) promote the ASE guidelines and consensus documents related
to structural heart imaging, (3) develop and disseminate educational
material for these professionals, and (4) open a dialogue with other
imaging societies, engineers, clinicians, and the industry to promote
the growth of this new imaging subspecialty.

The Interventional Echocardiography SIG is open to all ASE mem-
bers (Figure 1), and identifying yourself as interested in this SIG will
help the group accomplish these goals. The Interventional Echocardi-
ography SIG has already begun scheduling educational programs.
The first was an ASE Twitter Journal Club on October 27, focusing
on the assessment of aortic stenosis in the setting of irregular
rhythms.” In addition, a Live Webinar Case Series is planned begin-
ning in December 2020, in which SHD cases will be copresented
by imagers and interventionalists to a panel of experts with an open
question-and-answer session for attendees. Many more educational
programs are being planned for 2021.

It is imperative for those that are involved in this field to identify
themselves with this Interventional Echocardiography SIG since this
will provide us with a stronger stance when presenting the numerous
challenges facing this field to the leadership of ASE. These include
appropriate compensation, reducing radiation exposure, and educa-
tion, to name a few. These challenges will attract attention only
with a collective voice, as will be reflected in the number of members
in the Interventional Echocardiography SIG.

The 2020/2021 Chairs of the Interventional Echocardiography
SIG are Drs. Muhamed Saric and Nishath Quader. Questions related to
joining the SIG should be sent to Danielle King, ASE SIG and Member-
ship Coordinator at dking@asecho.oryg.
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